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fier @ headiine story anc o

jead edntoriai in The Wash-

ington Post laxt week

charging the ClA witnindr-
Fect invoivement in the murderous
March k car bomoing in Berut.
chants of Tgeatn 1o Americs” punc
tuated the funeral oratons for the
vicums. and the State Department
alerted U.S. Emopassies in tne Middic
bas: 1o the danger of violent retab-
AL10N agdIinst Americans

From the weher of accusations,
denials, an explanations icft hehind
by this journaiistic coup. tne rcal
sequence of cvenls 1s gradually
beginning o emcerge. As the roles
and motves of the principal plavers
bccome more clearly understood,
the ClA appears 10 be more @ vicum
of sensational journalism rather
than an indirect aCCessory o 8 mass
murder.

In contrast to the Post’s impiica-
Lon of C1A involvement. all U.S. off-
cials with knowledpe of thesc events
from Secrewary of State George
Shultz on down are unanimous n
genving thattheagency had anycon-
nection. direc: or indirect. with the
Leoanese intelligence team thai
arranged the car bombing. ’

All informec Amernican officials
agreethat the C1A did not in any way
train tne Lebanese who piannec and
carrieC ou: tne pombing nor di¢ 1
nhave aavance knowiedge ol the
even:. Tyvpical of tne official reacuon
\s the comment by Roberz E. Qakiey,
tne cirector of the Stiatle
Department’s office for counter-
terrorismm.. who found the Post's nan-
diing o’ the story “outrageous.”

Bu? In retrospect 1t i easy 10 sec
how tne Post's invesugative repor:-
ers were lec astray DV siartiing gis-
coveries tnevy made after the
pomping. For exambie. they
unearthed for tne first me e fact
tha: Presigen: Reagan hac secretly
directec the ClA last Decembper 10
(rair. anc support Lebanese intells-
gence teams for the purpose of using
Vioien: aclion 10 pre-emp: anc abort
erTorIs: acuvity aimec at American
targets.

s permitted by law In cases of
Aextreme sensiuvity, tnis pres-

idenuial finding was reported
not to the whole memoership of the
Senate anc¢ Housc Intelligence Com-
mittees, but oniyv to their chairmen
anc vice cnairmen. Ir spite of such
exira precautions. this highiv-secret
\nformation was somenow icaked 10
tne Post eitner from tne Congress or
irom tne execulive pranch. anc tne
leih nas fueied a growing demand
for a radical review of the whole con-
ZrUsSSIOna: OVersight process

Meanwhiie, with evidence ot s
lop-seered presigential diredine I

hand. 11 was natural for e Post
reporiers 10 assume at least somc
Inairec! arency conpechion with tne

pombing dtlach on one of the sus-
pecied lerrarist strongnotds Butn
faCt Do such connection exisied 1or
1WO scpardle reasons

First. the top professional intei-
ligence officers in the ClA nad long
been skepucal of any atiempt 10
recruit and train anu-terrorist Leba-
nesc hit squads for fear they might
get out of control in the anarchy of a
disiniegraung society. Only very
reluctantly did these ntelhgenc
pros accepl the new responsibtlity.,
and they would have preferred con-
centrating on the counterintelli-
gence penetration of the terronst
organizauions as a better way of
ensuring an effecuve defense.

Morcover, once the presidential
order had becn 1ssued, the agency
operators in the field found the Lebe-
nesc security scrvices so fracrured
py polincal and religious nvaines
tha; no recruilment or tramnng had
peen undertaken by March 8§ when
the car bomb expioded. Ir a sense,
this eveni was Jooked upon DY Cla
officers as a reprieve because il viv-
\div demonstrated all the dangers of
\ndiscriminate  vioience they nad
been predicting.

Ir. the aftermath of the Beirut
massacre. tne presidential finding
i1, favor of pre-emptive countertier-
rorism. was rescinded and the
agency iet off the hook for having 1o
carry 1t out.

One other {ace: of the American
intelizgence relauonship with Leve-
non mav have misied tne Fost
reporters. For more than 20 vears,
tne ClA mainiained a routine iiaison
relanonship witn Lebanese ntelii-
gence as with the intelizgence ser-
vices of other non-communist
countries. An exchange 0! Visils and
some training was.invoivec but tn:s
had nothing t0 do with recruiing
and -traiming counter-lerror nit
squads.

n tne hght of this backgrounc. it

does seem tnat the Post story was

infiateé to suggest conciusions
well bevonc wha: tne facts could
suppor: anc that tne ClA got a bum
rap. In the process. Amencan lives
may have been neediessiy endan-
gered.

In falrmess 1o the top editors of the
Pos:. 1t snould be pointeg vui that iné
press spokesman for ine ClA
strongly ubjectec 1o the story wnen
i was read 10 mm 24 nours before

pupiication. In the apsence of CiA .

Inrector William Cascey. the agench.

however, Passcd gp tne opportunin
1 was giver Lo appeai up the bine
where the Jwsement migh' nave
peen difierentonce al the facts were
on the tabic
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